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European Landscape Convention

Believing that the landscape is 

a key element of  individual and 

social well-being and that its 

protection, management and 

planning entail rights and 

responsibilities for everyone;



20 provincial organizations

110.000 hectares of nature reserves

800 monuments

310.000  donors

75.000 volunteers



Action scheme Michael Dower



Partners of the Netherlands Landscape Observatory

Committee of Recommendation:

Ir. B. (Berno) Strootman, State advisor for the physical environment
Prof. dr. ir. M. (Theo) Spek, University of Groningen 
Prof. Dr. J. (Hans) Renes, VU Amsterdam
Prof. Ir. E.A.J. (Eric) Luiten, Delft University of Technology



‘If the landscape that we have inherited is 
to be adequately managed and protected
for the future, it is essential that all
citizens have a clear understanding
of what has made the landscape’    

Fairclough, 2000







Degradation of landscape elements is 
often a slick process in many cases 
caused by the desire to increase
agricultural production



Diacritics of the landscape





Environmental and planning act
• Decentralization
• Deregulation
• Active involvement of citizens

European Landscape Convention not mentioned in main text

‘Landscape is an accessible and powerful concept, much
older than modern policy terms such as ‘spatial planning’, 
Council for the Environment and Infrastructure, 2016



Percentage of respondents in Friesland who observed
increase in the following (Pardour, 2014):

Cattle in meadows …………………………………

Meadowbirds ………………………………………..

Wild flowers in meadows ………………………

Variation of landscapes ………………………..

Forest and nature …………………………………

Industrial areas………………………………

Modern windmills.…………………………

Roads……………………………………………

Houses………….………………………………

Cycling tracks and walking trails….

Cornfields and maize.…………………



Percentage of respondents in Friesland who observed
decrease in the following (Pardour, 2014):

Cattle in meadows …………………………………

Meadowbirds ………………………………………..

Wild flowers in meadows ………………………

Variation of landscapes ………………………..

Forest and nature …………………………………

Landscape agony



‘People do not resist change. On the
contrary, they resist the loss of values
without there being any values to
replace them’ Coeterier, 1987



Thank you 
for your attention


